Mitochondrial neurogastrointestinal encephalomyopathy.
Mitochondrial neurogastrointestinal encephalomyopathy is an autosomal recessive disease characterized by progressive ophthalmoplegia, peripheral neuropathy, mitochondrial abnormalities and gastrointestinal involvement. We describe a 19-year-old male having chronic intestinal pseudoobstruction associated with ophthalmoplegia and proximal muscle weakness. The clinical and radiologic features suggested the diagnosis of mitochondrial neurogastrointestinal encephalomyopathy. Mitochondrial genetic defects should be considered in the differential diagnosis of unexplained chronic gastrointestinal symptoms accompanied by neurological findings, especially in families where there is more than one individual with the same kind of symptoms.